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read a meaning into the Acts which they did not bear* Even the
marriage trouble is due entirely to the deliberately hostile policy
of the Government, They could have avoided the ruling of the
Court by simply allowing the only wife of the applicant in
South Africa to join her husband. It will thus be seen that any
pressure that could be put upon the Government by the Euro-
pean community cannot, in my humble opinion, result in greater
cruelty being practised upon my community, short of its utter anni-
hilation. And if passive resistance, i.e., self-inflicted suffering of
my community, should prompt measures to destroy its exis-
tence in South Africa, I doubt not that it will prefer such des-
truction to a destruction of its honour, its religious sentiments and
its self-respect.

/ have, [etc.,]
From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji's hand: S. N. 5755-

55.   LETTER TO SECRETARY FOR INTERIOR

[PHCENIX,]

May 19, 1913

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 9th instant, in reply to mine of the 14th ultimo2 regarding
the validity of Indian marriages.

My Committee had, it was thought, made it clear that, in
its request, it had not raised the question of polygamy, which
could be treated on its merits. What the Searle judgment does is
to disregard marriages contracted in India or in South Africa
in accordance with the rites prescribed by Indian faiths. I beg to
inform the Hon'ble the Minister that the religious ceremonies
in India do not mention polygamy, nor do all Indian faiths
necessarily recognize polygamy. All my Association asks for is
that monogamous marriages celebrated in India or in South
Africa according to the ceremonies prescribed by the great Indian
faiths may be lawfully recognized, as they were before the
Searle judgment. Where my countrymen bring or have more than
one wife, the indulgence promised in the Government communica-
tion may be exercised till the time is ripe for legal recognition
of such marriages.

1 This letter was signed by A. M. Cachalia.

2 Vide "Letter to Secretary for Interior", pp. 26-7.